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Professor Maria A. Loschi 


delegate to the Women’s Committee on International Action, 
who will arrive in New York, for the third time, on October 26, for 

} a lecture tour under the auspices of the University of Southern 
California. Dr. Loschi, who is a journalist of repute, is a member | 
of the International Suffrage Alliance, the National Council of Italian 
Women and the Italian Federation of University Women. She was 
one of the participants in the recent demonstration at Rambouillet. 
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OBJECT OF THE WOMAN’S PARTY 

The object of this organization shall be 

to secure for women complete equality 

with men under the law and in all human 
relationships. 


THE LUCRETIA MOTT AMENDMENT 
“Men and women shall have Equal Rights 
throughout the United States and every 
place subject to its jurisdiction.” 


“Congress shall have power to enforce 
this article by appropriate legislation.” 
{Senate Joint Resolution Number 64.] 
Introduced in the Senate, January 4, 1928, 


by Senator CHARLES E. Curtis, Kansas. 
Introduced in the House, May 18, 1928, 


by RSPRESENTATIVE Freperick W. MacrRapy, 
Pennsylvania. 


Rights 


Are Women a Sub-Human Species? 


OVERNOR SMITH’S classic reply to a Woman’s Party delegation 
appealing for industrial equality raises the question, Do women on 


account of their different physiology constitute in the human race 
something tantamount to a distinct species? 


In replying to our delegation Governor Smith said: 

“You will never turn me against these protective laws. 

““Tf you want to blame anybody, blame God. 

“I believe in equality, but I cannot nurse a baby.” : 

Now it is hardly probable that anyone in the Woman’s Party delegation 
thought that Governor Smith could nurse a baby, and it is no more likely 
that Governor Smith referred to his functional disability in order to con- 
trovert any such extraordinary assumption on the part of his interrogators. 

The clear purpose of his making this characterful reply to a group of adults 
seeking to establish equal opportunity for men and women in industry was 


Don’t blame me. 


_ to throw. into. bold-_ relief the fact,-as he sees it, that on account of their 


maternal functions women are a class apart in the human family requiring 
special protection and restriction for the racial benefit. 


The Governor Smith concept of womanhood is motherhood, which he really 
reverences deeply, and all women doing a “man’s” work, such as earning a 


living, are, in his opinion, exceptions to the ground type and must in the order 
of Nature be so regarded. 


T= interesting thing about this picture of woman as primarily a maternal 
organism, important to the race only incidentally and exceptionally as an 
individual endowed with intellectual faculties, is that men of Governor 


Smith’s stamp of mind really believe, in contradiction to the ms that they 
admire it. 


But what people admire they inevitably wish to emulate, and it is pre- 
cisely men of Governor Smith’s type who would be most horrified at finding 
themselves suddenly transformed into women. They might contemplate with 
composure being changed into men of almost any other race or color, but to 


_ become women even of their own race would be to lose their self-respect, their _ 


hope, their very honor. No debasement could seem to men of this quality of 
cerebration so literally unthinkable as to be forced to put on the body of a 
woman. 


If Governor Smith should wake up some morning and find after all that 


he could nurse a baby, the shock to his self-esteem would be so terrific that he 
would never recover. 


It is in this sense that the incubator concept of woman merely as the 
vehicle of the racial life is false and nefarious as an initial premise and is 
inevitably destined to brand all women as members of a sub-human species. 


ie IS this idea in the older religions that renders women unclean and makes 

it impious for them to demand equal recognition as priests and as the mun- 
dane representatives of deity. It is at the root of the degradation of women 
in the Orient and in the Occident as well when we look into the facts closely. 

The potential maternity of women for ages barred the sex from equal edu- 
cational opportunities, it shut them out of the professions, and until very 
recently it excluded them from the franchise. And it still pursues them. 
Practically all of the higher posts, in church, in state, in industry are closed 
to women as a sex, because men, save the mark, so venerate motherhood. 
That is why it is so demeaning to a man to have to work “under a woman”; 
it troubles his self-respect to have to take orders from a member of the sub- 
human species, no matter what may be her personal abilities. 

The entire Feminist movement with its manifold victories is a challenge 
to this Governor Smith concept of woman, We can and do nurse babies and 
are proud of our role as life-givers. But we do not for that reason, as Governor 
Smith would make us, abrogate our equal right to determine our own destinies. 

Protective legislation denies to adult women the right of free choice in 
the selection of their occupations, and by its very existence implies that women 
are a group apart from the genus homo. 

An opportunity to deny this concept of woman as a sub-human species 
will present itself at the polls the first Tuesday in November. Let us speak 
in so emphatic a tone on that occasion that the echo will reverberate around 
the world to the wtmont confines of this little planet. 
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National Council Launches Campaign 


piagn for Equal Rights in the pres- 
ent Presidential campaign swung 
into action this week with a meeting of 
the National Council on Tuesday and the 
opening of campaign headquarters at 542 


; HE National Woman’s Party’s cam- 


Fifth Avenue, New York City, on the 


same day. 


The National Council, meeting at the 
home of Mrs. John Winters Brannan, 
mapped out its intensive campaign in the 
East, particularly in New York City and 
in Northern New Jersey, and considered 
the plans offered by various State branches 
for co-ordinating the local work with the 
national work to make a nation-wide 
effort to bring women to the polls on 
November 6 to vote for Herbert Hoover 


and Charles Curtis for President and — 


Vice-President, as the only candidates 
who offer any hope for the passage of the 
Equal Rights Amendment to the Consti- 
tution. 


Mabel Vernon of Delaware, national 
- executive secretary, and Mary Moss Well- 
born of Mississippi, who has devoted her 
whole time to the Equal Rights campaign 
from the pre-convention campaign on, 
left Washington to help direct the cam- 
paign in New York City. They will re- 
main there until after election, organ- 
izing speaking campaigns, house-to-house 
canvasses, and the distribution of _— 
Hignts literature. 


Maud Younger of as cam- 
paign manager, will divide her time be- 
tween New York and Washington, unit- 
ing the various State campaigns and the 
national campaign. 


Officers of the New York and New 
Jersey State branches met with the Na- 
tional Council in New York City on Tues- 
day to plan the intensive campaign to be 
waged in those States by the national 
organization and the rspective State 
branches. Jane Norman Smith, national 
chairman, and Mrs. Lieber E. Whittic of 
Syracuse, chairman of the New York 
Branch, will lead the campaign in New 
York State, and Leila Enders, of Ridge- 
field Park, chairman of the New Jersey 
State Branch, will lead the campaign in 
her State. 


Meetings of every kind are planned in 
New York and New Jersey—in halls, in 
drawing rooms, and on street corners. 
Many of the speakers are experienced cam- 
paigners who won their laurels in the suf- 
frage campaign, and all are experienced 
campaigners for Equal Rights between 
men and women. 


In New Jersey the campaign will be 
confined principally to the northern. part 
of the State, and will be conducted largely 
by an automobile caravan carrying the 
purple, white, and gold banners of the 
Woman’s Party, and holding open air 


meetings in various centers in that sec- 
tion of the State. } 
The District of Columbia Branch of the 
Woman’s Party adopted the following 
resolution at a meeting at National Head- 
quarters on September 30: 
_ “Whereas members of the National 
Woman’s Party consider Equal 
Rights the most important issue in — 
the coming election, and 
“Whereas Governor Smith has de- 
clared that he is unalterably opposed 
to industrial equality and has a rec- 
ord of active support of laws which 
handicap women in earning their 
living ; be it 
“Resolved That this meeting of the 
District of Columbia Branch of the 
National Woman’s Party held at 
national headquarters on September 
30 endorse the policy adopted by the 
recent national conference of officers, 
Life Members and Founders to sup- 
port Mr. Hoover and Senator Curtis 
as the only candidates whose election 
offers any hope for Equal Rights.” 


T this meeting, Mrs. Harvey Wiley set 
forth the reasons why the majority 

of those present at the conference of the 
National Council, State officers, and 
Founders and Life Members of the Wom- 


_ an’s Party voted to support the Repub- 


lican nominees for President and Vice- 
President in the coming election. 

“The Woman’s Party has a ‘Northern 
Star’ of whose true, fixed, and resting 
quality there is no fellow in the firma- 
ment,” Mrs. Wiley said. “That ‘North- 
ern Star’ is the principle of Equal Rights 
between men and women. It was because 
our members were steering their course 
by the beams of that principle that we de- 
cided as we did.” | 

Mrs. Wiley then pointed out that the 
Democratic and Socialist candidates for 
President are opposed to the Equal Rights 
Amendment, while the Republican candi- 
date for President agrees in principle, 
and the candidate for Vice-President is 


the most outstanding advocate of Equal 


Rights in public life. 

A tribute to. the part the Society of 
Friends has played in the Equal Rights 
movement was paid by Mrs. Wiley. She 
spoke of Lucretia Mott, a Quaker preacher, 
for whom the Equal Rights Amendment 
is named because she may be considered 
the founder of the Equal Rights move- 
ment. Back in 1793 when Lucretia Mott 
was born, she said, the adherents of the 
Quaker faith believed in Equal Rights 
between men and women, as they do now. 
She spoke of Alice Paul, another Quaker, 
who “more than all others has brought 
this idea to the forefront today.” 

“And so it seems to me,” Mrs. Wiley 
concluded, “that in the wisdom of God, 


Mr. Herbert Hoover, another Quaker, is 
destined to bring into being this dream 
of one of the greatest leaders of his re- 
ligion.” 

Miss Younger, Mrs. Richard Wain- 
wright, and Miss Vernon then spoke. Mrs. 
Emile Berliner, chairman of the District 
of Columbia Branch, presided. All urged 
that the Party concentrate to secure the 
election of friends, not foes, of the Equal 
Rights Amendment. 


LREADY public attention has been 


focused on the Equal Rights Amend- 


ment, as shown by press clippings received 


at National Headquarters. Headlines 


such as “Equal Rights an Issue” have ap- 
peared; editorials have been written; 
political leaders have recognized the im- 
portance of Equal Rights as a factor in 
the election. From various parts of the 
country comes evidence that women in- 
tend to stand together to use the political 
power which they gained at the expense 
of such effort to establish Equal Rights 
between men and women. 


The following letter came from Mrs. H. 
Benson of Grand Rapids, Michigan: 

“T worked for temperance more than 
forty years before we got prohibition. 
Today the issue before the people, as far 
as my one vote is concerned, is Equal 
Rights. I am thankful for your early de- 
cision. I picketed in Chicago in 1920— 
would do the same again were it deemed 
necessary to get what Ba attri, belongs 
to us.” 

Miss Younger, as campaign manager 
of the Woman’s Party, challenged an 
article published in the New York World 
of October 6 which stated that the Na- 
tional Woman’s Party favors the repeal 
of “protective legislation for women in 
industry. 


“The National Woman’ ~ Party takes 


no stand whatever on the question of 
whether improved working conditions, 
shorter hours, and better wages for the 
worker can be obtained best by legis- 
lation or by other methods,” Miss 
Younger said. 


“What the Woman’s Party, along with 
thousands of other self-supporting women, 
insists upon is that all industrial legis- 
lation should apply to men and women 
alike. The Woman’s Party has never ob- 
jected nor will it ever object to labor 
legislation for persons. It simply insists 
that all legislation designed to improve 
conditions of work be based on the nature 
of the work, and not on the sex of the 
workers. 


“When laws restricting the hours of 
work or prohibiting night work or other- 
wise restricting the industrial worker 
apply to women and not to their male 
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competitors, women are handicapped in 
earning their livings, and their oppor- 
tunities in the economic world are re- 
stricted.” 


ISS YOUNGER pointed out that 
many organizations of self-support- 

ing women are on record as opposed to 
industrial legislation based on sex rather 
than on the nature o fthe work, including 
the New York, Vermont, New Hampshire, 


Iowa, Delaware, and Indiana State Fed- 
erations of Business and Professional 
Women, the New York City and the 
Brooklyn Federations of Business and 
Professional Women, the Zonta Club of 
New York City, composed of business and 
professional women, the Equal Opportu- 
nity League and the Equal Rights Asso- 
ciation, both of New York City, and both 
composed entirely of self-supporting 
women, and the New York City Indus- 


Equal Rights 


trial Council of the National Woman’s 
Party, composed entirely of wage-earning 
women. 

The National Women Lawyer’s Asso- 
ciation and the National Women’s Homeo- 
pathic Fraternity, composed of women 
physicians, are national organizations — 
which have in their national conventions 
adopted resolutions opposing labor legis- 
lation based on the sex of the worker 
rather than on the nature of the work. 


The Significance the Women’s Commission 


with the best intentions, no 
doubt have been writing laws for 
our good. Since the beginning of time, 
brave and valiant women have been abol- 
ishing these same laws for our good.” 
Thus spoke Doris Stevens before the 
Unofficial Plenary Session of the Sixth 
Pan-American Conference at Havana last 
February. The hearing granted to the 
women by the conference was the result 
of a month’s active campaign in which 


66 S mia the beginning of time, men 


four North American women led by Miss: 


Stevens, chairman of the Committee on 
International Action of the National 
Woman’s Party and Jane Norman Smith, 
national chairman of the National Wom- 
an’s Party, endeavored to persuade the 
conference to adopt the Equal Rights 
Treaty. The treaty was not adopted, 
but the following resolution was passed: 

“That an Inter-American Commis- 
sion of Women be constituted to take 
charge of the preparation of juridical 
information and data of any other 
kind which may be deemed advisable 
to enable the Seventh International 
Conference of American States to 
take up the consideration of the civil 
and political equality of women in the 
continent. 

“Said Commission shall be com- 
posed of seven women from various 
countries of America appointed by 
the Pan-American Union, this num- 
ber to be increased by the Commis- 
sion itself until every Republic in 
America has a representative on the 
Commission.” 


T is impossible to put into words the 
importance of this resolution, the tre- 
mendous historical significance of the 
Conference, and the immense amount of 
devotion, work and courage of the women 
who obtained this huge stride forward in 
the cause of Equal Rights. It means that 
in the future women will no longer have 
to submit to laws made by and for men. 
They will have an equal share in law- 
making, and the state described by Miss 
Stevens’ words which I quoted at the 
start, will no longer be true. It was the 
first time in the history of the world that 
an International gathering listened to the 


Speech Made Over Radio Station WEVD 

by Betty Archdale, Chairman of Students’ 

Committee on Nationality, and Volunteer 

Worker in the Inter-American Commis- 
sion of Women. 


plea of women. It is the first time in the 
history of the world that women have been 
appointed to study their own status. 


In recognition of her work for women 
which has never ceased since suffrage 
days, and of her leadership in the cam- 
paign at Havana, Miss Stevens was ap- 
pointed chairman and United States rep- 


_ resentative on the Commission, The other 
six countries, chosen by lot to be—with 


the United States—the original seven who 


are to chose the remaining fourteen, are | 


Haiti, Venezuela, Argentine, Colombia, 
Panama, and Salvador. Haiti and Salva- 
dor have not yet appointed their repre- 
sentatives, but judging from the standard 
of character, personality, and achieve- 


ments of the four present members, the 


American Republics will have twenty-one 
of the most brilliant people as their repre- 
sentatives on the Commission. 


ENORA PEREZ DIAZ, the Commis- 

sioner from Venezuela, who has al- 
ready paid a visit to Washington, where 
the office of the Commission is situated in 
the Pan-American Union, accompanied by 
her two months-old baby, to become ac- 
quainted with the work of the Commis- 
sion, has although still a young woman, 
a past full of achievement. The mother 
of eight children, she has done much valu- 
able historical research besides other writ- 
ing and journalistic work. 


Clara Gonzalez, the Commissioner from 
Panama, is another example of a woman 
who has accomplished much in a short 
time. Although still in the twenties, one 


has only to look at her history to see that 


she is a true pioneer. She was the first 
woman to be admitted to the bar in 
Panama, where she is now the only wom- 
an lawyer. She was the first president of 
their National Feminist Party. She 
started the first school for adult women 
in that country, and now she is a member 
of the first Government Commission to 


study the status of women. Miss Gon- 


zalez has also spent the summer in Wash- 
ington, where she is in charge of the legal 


_ research work of the Commission, as well 


as continuing her studies in law. | 
The Commissioner from Argentine, Doc- 
tora Ernestina Lopez de Nelson, has dis- 


tinguished herself in the world of educa- 


tion and child welfare. Among other 
things she has been Professor at the Uni- 
versity of La Plata and president of the 
Club de Madras of Buenos Aires. In the 
latter capacity she was an e# officio mem- 
ber of the Government Commission of 
Child Welfare. 


U NDER the leadership of Miss Stevens, 

the Commission lost no time in start- 
ing on its task of examining the laws of 
the twenty-one Republics. In order to 
make its report to the Seventh Pan-Ameri- 
can Conference in Montevideo in 1933, the 
Commission will have to investigate these 
laws very thoroughly. This means that 
the laws have first to be found, then in 
many cases translated and finally classi- 
fied as equal, discriminatory, or favorable 
to women. This is a gigantic task, but 
the work is progressing so fast that the 
Commission is already in possession of 
complete information regarding the ques- 
tion of nationality. At present almost 
every country has different laws on this 
subject, with the result that a woman on 
marriage may lose all nationality, as in 
the case of a British woman marrying an 
Argentine man, or she may acquirc two 
nationalities, as in the case of an Argen- 
tine woman marrying a British man. Dur- 
ing the research into the laws it was found 
that in Paraguay, Chile, Brazil, Panama, 
Colombia, and Guatemala, marriage does 
not affect nationality. 

So widespread is the feeling that there 
should be an international law to this 
effect that women the world over are unit- 
ing to put before the World Conference of 
Jurists to be held at the Hague either 
in 1929 or 1930 a convention which will 
contain this. Miss Stevens is now in 
Europe conferring with the Feminist 
leaders on the exact wording of the con- 
vention and will be able to give any in- 
formation needed regarding her consti- 
tuents. 

In this short account of the creation 
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and work of the Commission up to date 


it has been impossible to express its mean- 


ing and importance. It is equally impos- 
sible to put into words the debt women 
owe to Miss Stevens. From the day the 
campaign opened in Havana she has given 
all her strength, courage, and brilliance to 
the Commission. Who can doubt that 
under her leadership the Commission will 
raise the status of women to a position 
of equality on this whole hemisphere? 
The modern world is an international 
world. Treaties, conventions, societies, 
business, all are international. It is the 
international age, and Feminism is now 


also firmly lodged on an international 
plane. This is of paramount importance 
for, if international conferences were al- 
lowed to go their way without being re- 
minded of the position of women, women 
would find conventions were being passed 
regarding their status about which they 


‘had not been consulted and which they © 


were powerless to prevent. How many 
women realize what an important step 
the formation of this Commission: is? 
How many women realize what it means? 
Women have held an unequal position un- 
der the law for so long that many take it 
for granted and do not see the injustice of 


it nor the misery and hardship it causes. 
The formation of the Inter-American Com- 
mission of Women and the establishment 
of Feminism on an international plane 
means that within the next few years 
Equal Rights will at last be won, and not 
only in one or two of the more advanced 


countries, but the world over. 


I do not myself belong to any one of 
the countries represented on the Commis- 
sion, but as one of a sex that has been dis- 
criminated against for centuries, I rejoice 
at its formation and wish it from the 
bottom of my heart the success which I 
know it will have. 


Tribute American Feminism 


N a brief but brilliant three weeks, his- 

| tory has been made by Doris Stevens, 

and I, a British Feminist, must praise 
this American Feminist. 

In Equat Ricuts of September 29 we 

had an acount of the protest at Ram- 


bouillet, giving Madame Maria Verone’s 


description of what happened and an 
analysis of the personnel who partici- 
pated. Following this marvelously staged 
protest, with its consequences of world- 
wide publicity for the Feminist Equal 
Rights Treaty and its inspiring effect 
upon French suffragists and their remain- 
ing opponents, Doris Stevens went to stay 
a few days on the southern French coast 
with the British Feminist, Lady Rhondda, 
to meet Madame Gleditsch, president of 


the International Federation of Univer- | 
sity Women and other members of their 


governing board. Those of us who count 
ourselves happy to know Madame Gle- 


ditsch, know that her eager co-operation, — 


founded on Doris Stevens force, will bear 
ripe and well-grown fruit in the academic 
world of women and that our Equal 
Rights Treaty will be that fruit. 

From there, Doris Stevens went to 
Geneva to the Assembly of the League 
of Nations where she found the inde- 
fatigable Betty Gram and her husband 
Raymond Swing eager to help. They had 
already arranged an appointment with 
M. Rolin, Belgium, rapporteur of the Codi- 
fication Committee. At first M. Rolin said 
that his report was finished and that he 
could not add to it. Later he was brought 
to agree that women had a particular in- 
terest in the subject of nationality, a sub- 
ject on the agenda or the Codification 
Conference. Finally he agreed to enter- 
tain without opposition any resolution 
made by any member of the First Com- 
mission, the relevant commission. There 
is no woman on this, the Juridical Com- 
mission. M. Ferrara, the Cuban repre- 
sentative, was a friend of the Pan-Ameri- 
can Conference at Havana and willingly 
agreed to offer a resolution in the First 


By Helen A. Archdale 


Commission. This resolution was as 
follows: 
“That in view of the many sidedness 


and the very wide interest of the work 


of the codification of law, the Assembly 
might request the Council to consider the 
advisability of recommending the Gov- 
ernments invited to take part in the con- 
ference, if possible, to include some women 
delegates in their delegation.” 

This was seconded by M. Bavkiante, 
Venezuela, and was well received but M. 
Guerraro, Salvador, suggested alternative 
methods of instructing the governments 
and M. Rolin, Belgium, wished nationality 
particularly mentioned as being, in that 
form, “more easily acceptable.” M. 
Ferrara revised the wording and the fol- 
lowing was passed without voting or dis- 
sent: 

“The Assembly, having regard to the 
fact that the question of nationality which 
has been placed on the agenda of the Codi- 
fication Conference is of particular inter- 
est to women and to the fact that Article 
7 of the Covenant provides for perfect 
equality of access by both sexes to the 
services Of the League of Nations, recom- 
mends the States members of the League 
which are invited to the conference to 
consider the desirability of taking these 
circumstances into account in the compo- 
sition of their delegations.” 


HE importance of this brilliant ac- 

tion can scarcely be gauged. For 
years now women’s societies have been 
striving to get the question of nationality 
taken up. The Committee of Experts, on 
which is no woman, have not, in discuss- 
ing codification of international law, 
shown themselves favorable to the idea of 
a woman’s independent nationality. They 
have shown themselves conservative and 
very tender of the feelings of the more con- 
servative among nations. The Preparatory 
Committee for the Hague Conference has 
no woman on it, but has now completed its 
investigations and it seems as if now only 


the choice of delegates remains to be 
made for 1929. Answers to questionnaires 
due at the end of October have to be con- 
sidered but M. Rolin, the rapporteur, 
seems sure that either October or Novem- 
ber of 1929 will see the Jurists Conference 
for the progressive codification of inter- 
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national law in action at the Hague. 


UST a year in which Feminists of all 
countries have to approach the appoint- 
ing authority in their own country and 
to press, by all and every means in their 
power, for the appointment of women 
delegates. No effort must be left un- 
attempted to crown this preliminary gain 
with final victory. An agreed form of 
convention will be drawn, which women 
of all nations can back, and will be pre- 
sented at the Hague. This will be based 


on the three simple points: 


1. Marriage shall not change nation- 


ality 


other person 


8. All persons shall have the nation- 
ality of the country in which they were 


born 


however legal experts may ultimately 


dress it up for codification. 


Readers of Equa Ricuts know that the 
National Woman’s Party has collected 
material on the nationality of women and 
now has a clear view of the conditions 
existing on this point in all countries of 
the world. The Jurists at the Hague will 
have no excuse of ignorance to offer. With 
women, for the first time, in the powerful 
position of full delegates, the attention of 
the Jurists must be given to the demand 


of the world’s womanhood. 


I close here, although perhaps by the 
time this is printed further brilliant 
strokes by Doris Stevens may have echoed 
to us. I have received many letters from 
friends in Europe and they vie in praise 
of the work done in these wonderful three 
weeks, in organization, in ardor, in com- 
pletion. Willingly and gladly, I pay my 


tribute. 


2. Change of nationality by one per- 
son shall not affect the nationality of any 
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Why the Equal Rights 


A Compendium Prepared by Maud Younger for Campaign Workers. 


HAvVEN’rt WomMEN Equa. Ricuts ALREADY? 


HERE are more than a thousand laws discriminating 
| against women in the United States. These laws cover 


more than sixty points of inequality. They exist in 


every State of the Union. They touch woman in every sphere 
of her life and activities—her children, her marriage, her prop- 
erty, her right to a livelihood, her right to public service, etc. 


Wuat ArE THE DISCRIMINATIONS AGAINST WOMEN? 
For instance, there still are States where: 


The father may will away the child from the mother. 
The father is sole guardian of the child. 


The child’s earnings and services belong to the father alone, 
and if child is injured in accident, the father alone may 
sue and collect damages. 


A father is sole heir of child who dies without will or 
descendants. 


The wife’s earnings belong to the husband. 


The wife’s personal possessions, jewelry and clothing belong 
to her husband. 


A married woman, even though living apart from her hus- 
band, may not sign a contract, as for instance, to go into 
business without his consent. 


Damages for injury to a married woman belong solely to 
‘her husband. 


Divorce laws are much more difficult for the wife than for 
the husband. 


Inheritance laws discriminate against women. 

Women have not the right to serve on juries. 

Women are not eligible to various State offices, as Governor, 
Superintendent of Public Instruction, ete. 

Women teachers in public schools have not the same pay for 
equal work as men. 

Women are prohibited from working at certain occupations 
as taxi-driver, mining engineer, etc. 


Ir Laws Were Equat Between Men WoMEN, How Asout 
Support or Famity, Dower, Auimony, Erc,? 


- These laws are already in operation on the basis of equality in 


various States. To take a few instances: 


Support of spouse applies to husband and wife alike in 
Louisiana (“husband and wife owe each other mutually 
fidelity, support and assistance”). 


Father and mother are equally liable for sapere? of children 
in Colorado. 


Imprisonment for non-support of family applies to both 
parents in Massachusetts. 


Dower and curtesy are equal in Iowa and Illinois. 

Alimony applies to both husband and wife in Iowa. 

Imprisonment for non-payment of alimony applies to women 
as well as men in California. 

Children’s (miscalled “mothers’” or “widows’”) pensions 
are paid to either parent in Colorado for support of child. 

Age of consent for both boys and girls is the same in the 
State of Washington. 

Eight-hour laws for persons in certain specified occupations 
are found in over thirty States, while a ten-hour general 


law for persons in mills, factories and manufacturing 
establishments is found in Oregon. 


A blanket Equal Rights bill establishing equality between — 
men and women in nearly every respect was passed by 
the Wisconsin Legislature in 1921 and has been in suc- 
cessful operation ever since. 


 Wuy a FreperaAL AMENDMENT INSTEAD or State ACTION? 


1. The United States Constitution is the place for fundamen- — 

tal principles. It is where all equality is guaranteed. 
Though some of the newer post-war constitutions of Europe 
have in a single sentence established the principle of 
equality without regard to race, nationality, religion, rank 
or sex, the United States has dealt with these principles 
piece-meal. It has by constitutional amendment guaran- 
teed equality without regard to creed, race or color, but 
has dealt with equality for women in only one particular, 
namely, suffrage. 


2. Permanency of the United States Constitution. There is 
no permanency with State laws. To establish Equal Rights 
permanently, it must be written into the National Consti- 
tution, as what one Legislature grants, the next may take 
away. For instance, in Virginia, mothers won equal 
guardianship of their children in 1916, only to lose it in 
1919. 


3. The saving of time, money and energy in removing all 
inequalities by one amendment instead of by over one thou- 


sand separate State bills with often a State-wide referen- 
dum. 


_ 4, A constitutional amendment would prevent new discrimi- 


nations against women from being made in future. 


Wuart Wovutp Be tue Errect or THE PASSAGE OF THE Equa. 
Ricuts AMENDMENT Upon Existine State Laws? 


The amendment is a mandate to the States to equalize their 
laws, but each State could still decide which way it preferred 
to equalize them. For instance, with the winning of woman > 
suffrage, California equalized its law by abolishing poll tax 
for men, while Mississippi equalized its law by extending poll 
tax to women. 

The entire list of discriminations in each of the States has 
been compiled by the National Woman’s Party. Many bills 
to correct these inequalities have already been introduced in 
various State Legislatures. The whole trend of legislation is 
toward equality. The Equal Rights Amendment, which would © 
establish equality in this country, reads: 


‘“‘Men and women shall have Equal Rights through- 
out the United States and every place subject to its 
jurisdiction.” | 


As a basis for its work in removing all discriminations 
against women, the National Woman’s Party has for the past 
six years been making a research into every law, State and 
National, with every court decision, bearing upon the position 
of women. 

This investigation is by far the most extensive and thorough- 
going ever made into the legal status of American women, and 
is for the first time giving to women that knowledge of their 
legal rights and disabilities which is necessary for.a campaign 


to remove these disabilities. 
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October 13, 


1928 


Woman Climbs Jungfrau 


HE feat of climbing the Riger, one of 

the highest peaks of the Jungfrau 
group, 13,040 feet high, was achieved on 
August 18 by Dr. Dorothy Jurdan Lloyd 
of London. Accompanied by two guides, 
she descended the peak on the same day, 
the first time that this has been accom- 
plished in so short a period. 


Dr. Lloyd is a daughter of a Birming- 
ham surgeon. She holds the degree of 
master of arts from Cambridge, is a fellow 
of the Institute of Chemistry, and has 
written books on bio-chemistry. 


Women Given League Posts 


OR the first time in the history of the 

League of Nations, a woman, was 
elected to an office in the Assembly which 
carried with it chairmanship functions. 
Hinni Forchammer, president of the Na- 
tional Council of Danish Women, was 
unanimously chosen vice-chairman of the 
Assembly Committee which handles social 
and humanitarian questions. 

The jurisdiction of the committee in- 
cludes such problems as traffic in opium, 
child welfare, and the protection of the 
interests of women. | 

Mrs. Forchammer has been a member 
of the Danish delegation since the incep- 


Feminist Notes 


tion of the League and in 1920 was the 
first woman to address the Assembly from 
the floor. 


As further evidence of the important 
role which women are playing in inter- 
national political life, the League ap- 
pointed Mrs. Hainari of Finland official 
reporter to the Assembly on traffic in 
women and children and then named 
Dame Edith Lytellton, a British delegate, 
on the commission which is to consider 
opium smoking in the Far East. On the 
question Great Britain has proposed the 
appointment of a special commission of 


experts to visit the Orient and study con- 
ditions on the spot. 


Chinese Women’s Movement | 


DITH PYE, recently returned from 

a tour in China, as the British mem- 

ber of the Women’s International League 
Mission of Friendship to Chinese Women, 
found women in Ohina caught up in a 
vast and many-sided evolution in thought 
and practice. They are warmly supported 
by their men in their new responsibilities. 
The Chinese women take an active inter- 
est in politics and in peace. They speak 


against the unequal treaties, against any 


departure from strict neutrality by the 
Powers, and against the smuggling of 


287 


opium; they deplore the importation of 
arms without which civil war would be 
barely possible. 

At an International Women’s Day at 
Canton many Feminist appeals, familiar 
the world over, appeared—Equal Pay for 
Equal Work, Equal Moral Standard for 
Men and Women, and Down With the 
Slavery of Etiquette for Women. 


Women in the Hospitals 


HE Joint Committee on Women in 

the Service of Hospitals (England) 
has issued a memorandum urging equal 
opportunities for women with men in the 
medical services in London, The present 
position is stated and the increasing de- 
mand for the services of medical women 
apart from child welfare and maternity 
clinics, hospitals, et cetera, is dealt with 
at some length. The objections to co- 
education of students are answered and 
alternatives suggested, while it is pointed 
out that as hospitals and medical schools 
are supported by both sexes of the public 
the charge that women have invaded 
“men’s schools” is ridiculous. Equal op- 
portunities are urged not only for stu- 
dents and on hospital appointments, but 
also for women on hospital boards and 
management. 


News from the F ‘ald 


Richmond Branch Adopts Resolutions 
HE Richmond Branch of the National 
Woman’s Party adopted the following 

resolution in honor of Sophie G. Meredith, 
Virginia State chairman and member of 
the National Council of the Woman’s 
Party : | 

“Whereas the beloved chairman of the 
Virginia Branch of the National Woman’s 
Party in Virginia, Mrs. Charles V. Mere- 
dith, on August 27, 1928, passed from our 
midst, and 

“Whereas her removal from the circle 
of affectionate comradeship has saddened 
the hearts of her colleagues, friends, and 
followers, and filled their spirits with a 
poignant sense of irreparable loss, and 

“Whereas in her passing the organiza- 
tion which she so devotedly led and the 
cause of woman’s rights in which she 
spent herself so unreservedly to bring to 
complete fruition has been dealt a heavy 
blow, we hereby adopt as a token of lov- 
ing remembrance and sincere appreciation 
the following resolutions: 

“Resolved, That in the passing of Mrs. 
Charles V. Meredith, our beloved and hon- 
ored chairman, the Woman’s Party of Vir- 
ginia and the nation has sustained a loss 
from which it will be difficult to recover. 
Mrs. Meredith’s courage, her tenacity of 


purpose, her unfailing optimism, her self- 
forgetfulness and generosity, combined 
with the sweetness and lovableness of an 
ideal character, endeared her to both 
friend and opponent. 

“A pioneer for woman’s suffrage when 


only a few Southern women had the 


temerity to own adherence to the cause, 
she threw herself whole-heartedly and 
militantly into the fight unt equal suf- 
frage was won. 

“With clear vision, however, she saw, 
and with acuteness of mind she appre- 
hended that equal suffrage did not carry 
with it Equal Rights, and so with un- 
daunted heart and concentrated purpose, 
though with an enfeebled body, she con- 
tinued to struggle toward the goal to 
which the ballot for women had but 
opened the way. Our leader has fallen, 
but we on whom now rests the completion 
of the task to which Mrs. Meredith gave 
herself with such devotion, inspired by 
her bright spirit and BatAGEns zeal, do 
further 

“Resolve, That we hereby feel that we 
should dedicate ourselves more fully to 
the cause of woman’s rights than ever be- 
fore, and more firmly endeavor not to 
falter in fight or waver in purpose until 
the end sought, namely, equality for 


women in all things before the law shall 
have been achieved. 
“Resolved further, That a copy of these 


resolutions be inscribed in the permanent 


records of the Virginia Branch of the 
National Woman’s Party and that copies 
be sent to the family and to the head- 


- quarters of the National Woman’s Party 


in Washington, and to the press.” 
(Signed ) 

“Lucy ©. FLANNAGAN, 
“HELEN Love Bossizvux, 
“Kate G. Reap, 
“Mary S. DANNER, 
“DoroTHy T. UrQquEHART, 
“CLARA H. SypNor,” 


Resolutions on Dr. Spencer's Death 
HE Colorado State Committee of the 
National Woman’s Party adopted the 

following resolution on September 19: 

“Whereas the cause of Equal Rights be- 
tween men and women has suffered great- 
ly in the passing of Dr. Caroline E. Spen- 
cer, who for many years served as mem- 
ber of the committee, and later, for the 
past six years, has represented Colorado 
on the National Council of the National 
Woman’s Party, and 

“Whereas the whole movement for the 

advancement of women and the establish- 
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ment of Equal Rights and opportunities 
for women in every field of endeavor was 
the primary interest in the life of Dr. 
Spencer; now therefore be it 

“Resolved, That this committee express 
its deep sorrow and record its sincere ap- 
preciation of her counsel, understanding 
and wise leadership, the memory of which 
will be an inspiration to all women to 


carry on until all discriminations against 


women are removed. 

“Resolved, That a copy of this resolu- 
tion be sent to Miss Pauline Spencer of 
Philadelphia, and to the National Coun- 
cil of the National Woman’s Party at 
Washington, D. C., and to the local press.” 

(Signed) H. Kure, 
Acting State Chairman. 
Rowena DasHwoop GRAVES, 
Secretary, Colorado Branch of the 
National Woman’s Party. 


New Jersey Senatorial Candidates for 
Equal Rights 

EW JERSEY is making steady ad- 
vances in its Equal Rights campaign. 
Senator Edward I. Edwards, Democratic 
candidate for re-election to the United 
States Senate, came out for the Equal 
Rights Amendment some time ago. Ham- 
ilton F. Kean, Republican candidate for 
the United States Senate, has written the 


- following letter, which has been forwarded 


to Leila Enders, chairman of the New 
Jersey State Branch of the National 
Woman’s Party: | 

“Hon. William B. Mackay, 

“Hackensack, N. J. 

“Dear Senator: 

“You have asked me how I stand on 
Equal Rights for women. 

“Ever since the women vobtxined the 
vote I have insisted that they have an 
equal share of the responsibilitics of gov- 
ernment with me. It was I who insisted 
that they should be members of the Coun- 
ty Committee and the State Committee, 
and I proposed the resolution in the Na- 
tional Committee which gave them equal 
representation in that body. In view of 
this record I can therefore add that I 
shall favor the Equal Rights Amendment 
for women. 

“With kindest personal regards, I am, 

“Very sincerely yours, 
(“Signed) F. Kran.” 


Montana Branch Elects 

UITA E. McNALLY of Missoula was 
elected chairman of the Montana 
State Branch of the National Woman’s 
Party ; Emma Madeen of Hamilton, chair- 
man of the Legislative Committee; Mrs. 
Herbert Anderson of Missoula, chairman 
of publicity; S. Saturstrom of Missoula, 
secretary-treasurer ; Minnie Carley of Mis- 
soula, chairman of the membership com- 

mittee, at a recent meeting in Missoula. 
Emily E. Sloan, a practicing attorney 


at Billings, addressed the meeting on the 
program of the National Woman’s Party, 
and on its campaign for the passage of 
the Equal Rights Amendment. She de- 
scribed the legal discriminations against 
women, pointing out, however, that Mon- 
tana is well to the fore in laws that are 
fair to both men and women. 

Speaking of legislation restricting 
women, but not men, in industry, Mrs. 
Sloan said: 


“Restrictions have been wished on 
women, Women have proved they are as 
competent as men in all fields of endeavor. 
But until they are legally on a footing 
with men, they will continue to do su- 
perior work for inferior pay and to labor 
under restrictions which more and more 
they are finding irksome.” | 


The Montana Branch plans to take an 
active part in the National Equal] Rights 


campaign during this .Presidential elec- 


tion. 


‘Two Million Dollar Fund 
_ Treasurér’s Report 


WOLD, Treasurer 
‘NETTIE TRAIL, C. P. A., Auditor 


ECEIPTS collected by National Head- 

quarters, December 7, 1912, to Sep- 
tember 16, 1928, $1,457,963.22. 

Contributions, membership and other 


receipts, September 16, 1928, to October 


Miss Mabel Vernon, Del................ aie 5.00 
Mrs. Lucy Cooper Shaw, 2.50 
Miss Margaret Whittemore, Mich................... 
pale of “Jailed for Preedom’’ 2.00 
Rent of rooms at Headquarters.................. 0.0... 286.97 
Total age oo September 16, 1928, to Octo- 
Total receipts, December 7, 1912, to Oc- 
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By—LILLA DAY MONROE 
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DAY PRINTING COMPANY 


600 EAST LOMBARD STREET 
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tions only.) 


Equal Rights 


STATEMENT OF THE OWNDRSHIP, MANAGE- 
MENT, CIRCULATION, ETC., REQUIRED BY 


THE ACT OF CONGRESS OF AUGUST 24, 1912, . 


Of Equa. Ricuts, published weekly at Baltimore, 
Md., for October 1, 1928. eS ' 


Stute of Maryland ) gg. 
City of Baltimore ) 


Before me, a Notary Public, in and for the State 
and county aforesaid, personally appeared Dora UW. 
Ogle, who, having been duly sworn according to law, 
deposes and says that she is the Business Manager | 
of BquaL Kieuts, and that the following is, to the 
best of her knowledge and belief, a true statement 
of the ownership, management (and if a daily paper, 
the circulation), etc., of the aforesaid publication for 
the date shown in the above caption, required by the 
Act of August 24, 1912, embodied im Section 443, 
Postal Laws and Regulations, printed on the reverse 
of this form, to wit: 


1. That the names and addresses of the publisher, 
editor, managing editor and business managers are: 

Publisher, Equal Rights Publishing Co., 19 West 
Chase street, Baltimore, Md. 

Editor, Edith Houghton Hooker, Upland, Roland 


Park, Md. 

Managing Editor, Ruby A. Black, Capitol Hill, 
Washington, D. C. : 

Business Manager, Dora G. Ogle, Catonsville, Md. 

2. That the owner is: (If owned by a corpora- 
tion, its name and address must be stated and also 
immediately thereunder the names and addresses or 
stockholders owning or holding one per ceut.or more 
of total amount of stock. If not owned by a corpora- 
tion,, the names and addresses of the individual owu- 
ers must be given. If owned by a firm, company, or 
other unincorporated concern, its name and address. 
as well as those of each individual member, must he 
given.) 

President, Mrs. O. H. P. Belmont, N. Y. Chairman 
National Council, Jane Norman Smith, N. Y. Vice- 
Chairmen, Gail Laughlin, Me.; Florence Bayard 
Hilles, Del.; Anita Pollitzer, S. C. Secretary, Evelyn 
Wainwright, D. C. Executive Secretary Mabel Ver- 
non, Del. Treasurer, Emma Wold, Ore. Congressional 
Chairman, Maud Younger, Cal. Legislative Secretary, 
Emma Wold, Ore. Parliamentarian, Emma C. Fox, 
Michigan. 


3. That the known bondholders, mor ees and 
other security holders owning or holding 1 per cent. 
or more of total amount of bonds, mortgages, or 
other securities are: (If there are none, so state.) 


There are none. 


4. That the two paragraphs next above, giving 
the names of the owners, stockholders and security 
holders, if any, contain not only the list of stock- 
holders and security holders as they appear upon the 
books of the company but also, in cases where the 
stockholder or security holder appears upon the 
books of the company as trustee or in any other 
fiduciary relation, the name of the person or corpora- 
tion for whom such trustee is acting, is given; also 


_that the said two paragraphs contain statements em- 


bracing affiant’s full knowledge and belief as to the 
circumstances and conditions under which stock- 
holders and security holders who do not appear 
upon the books of the company as trustees, hold 
stock and securities in a capacity other than that of 
a bona fide owner; and this affiant has no reason to 
believe that any other person, association or corpora- 
tion has any interest direct or indirect in the said 
stock, bonds or other securities than as so stated 


y her. 
5. That the average number of copies of each 


issue of this publication sold or distributed, through 


the mails or otherwise, to paid subscribers during 
the six months preceding the date shown above is: 
(This information is required from daily publica- 


Dora G. OGLE, 
Business Manager. 


Sworn to and subscribed before me this 28th day 
of September, 1928. | 
DonaLD L. BURNS. 


(My commission expires May 6, 1929.) 


Do You Know— 
How To Conduct a Meeting? 
PARLIAMENTARY USAGE 


By EMMA FOX 
Will Tell You How 
: _ Price, $1.00 Postpaid 
Order Through EQUAL RIGHTS, 
19 West Chase St. Baltimore, Md. 


| Subscribe for EQUAL RIGHTS 


$2.00 a Year 
19 West Chase Street, Baltimore, Md. 


cIMANY EXTRA 


— 


Clark’s 25th Annual Cruise to the 


MEDITERRANEAN and the NEAR EAST 


By the Chartered Cunard-Anchor Liner “Transylvania” 
A new oil-burner, 17,000 tons register. 
Madeira, Canary Islands, Morocco, Spain, Algiers, Mal G tantin : 
. 10 days in Egypt, Italy, French sm 
Sivty-siv days, Fare, including Hotels, Drives, Railway fares, Fees ashore, etc., $600-$1750 
according to cabin. Everything first class throughout. Leaves New York January 80th. 


SIDE TRIPS AVAILABLE 


Mrs. Helena Hill Weed, a Founder of the National Woman’s Party, will 
on this cruise, the members of which, a special party 


special study of the women of the countries visited. 
For full information address 


HELENA HILL WEED, Box 612, South Norwalk, Conn. 


at no additional expense, will make a 
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